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I have always been an animal lover.  Let me give you a rundown of the type of 
animals that I have owned: Dogs, cats, rabbits, squirrels, lizards, birds, fish, 
snakes (sorry Mary King), pigs, goats, chickens, horses, rats, racoon, alligator, 
and many, many more.  There was even a time when I went to get a baby cougar.  
However, Lana put a quick stop to that when she witnessed a full-grown cougar 
slap the owner silly.  Well, at least I tried.  So, simply put, I love animals and 
most likely many of you do also. 
 

Since we are entering the season of Thanksgiving, I thought it would be 
encouraging for us to express our thankfulness for our pets.  Our pets have been 
a tremendous blessing to us in both good times and bad times.  They are always 
there and provide us with unconditional and lasting love.  They love us in spite 
of our flaws.  In a humorous way, I was once told by a dog lover of a sure way to 
see who loves you the most, your wife or your dog.  First, lock your wife and 
your dog in the trunk of the car.  Second, after two hours, open the trunk and see 
which one is happy to see you.  Naturally, I am not advocating you lock anyone 
in the trunk of the car, but it proves the point of how much our dogs love us in 
spite of our faults. 
 

In the month of November, we spend time sharing what we are thankful, but 
often we overlook our pets that have always been a blessing to us.  So, during 
the month of November, I am inviting all you pet lovers to share pictures of your 
pets with your church family.  If you have a pet or pets that were or are special in 
your life, I would like for you to send me a picture of them.  Even if your pet is 
no longer living, but was a wonderful friend and companion to you, please send 
me their picture.  Then, in December’s newsletter, I will post their picture(s) so 
that everyone can share in your love and thankfulness. 
 

If you wish to share your thankfulness and picture(s) of  your beloved pet(s), 
please email your picture(s) to pastordennis@usbchurch.org or you can text your 
picture(s) to 843-957-5140.  When you email or text the picture(s), include your 
name and the name or names of your pets.  I will need to receive all the pictures 
no later than November 21st so that the pictures can be included in December’s 
newsletter. 
 

Genesis 1:25 – God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the 
livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the 
ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 

By Pastor Dennis Felder 

I  LOVE  ANIMALS 

mailto:pastordennis@usbchurch.org


 

 

It is time to get engaged.  If you haven’t already picked up your engagement packet, there is still time.  The 
engagement package consists of a list of areas to serve in the church.  In addition, there is a personal Spiritual 
Inventory to help you better determine what your spiritual gifts may be.  In doing so, you may have a clearer 
understanding of what areas of the church that you can help in and grow in. 
 

There are three main areas that you can become engaged in at USBC:  Service, Fellowship, and Outreach.   
 

SERVICE – The church becomes stronger with service that meets the needs of the church and the 
needs of the people (physical and spiritual). 
Recruitment/Volunteers. 
Giving (time and resources).  
Physical care of the church. 
Spiritual growth (Bible studies, small groups, age-appropriate studies, etc.). 
 

FELLOWSHIP – Relationships are built by getting to know each other within the church. 
Social gatherings (within and outside the church – for all ages). 
Testimonies/Sharing. 
Sunday morning. 
Stay connected. 
 

OUTREACH – The church needs to understand and learn how to meet the needs of our neighbors. 
The church should reflect its community. 
Develop partnerships within the community. 
Mission project(s). 

 

Please take the time to complete your Spiritual Inventory and your Selection Sheet indicating the areas of 
service that you would like to be part of.  Once this has been done, please give your Spiritual Inventory and 
Selection Sheet to the Pastor.  Over the month of November, the Engagement Packet will be collected and 
times will be scheduled to discuss the next step in your commitment to the Lord and to USBC. 

GET 

ENGAGED 
By Pastor Dennis Felder 



 

 

Church 
Chat 

Earlier in this Newsletter, it was 
expressed in how much we are 
thankful for our pets.  Well, not all 
pets have warm homes like your 
pet may have, but they too need to 
be loved on.  Therefore, we have 
been provided an opportunity to 
love on a special group of God’s 
creation, feral cats.  Our own 

Mindi Kirschenmann has a special heart for this 
outreach.  She is volunteering her time with a local, 
non-kill shelter, to distribute food to help feed these 
feral cats.  To assist in this area, our church can 
also play a part in meeting the needs of these 
special animals. 
 

In the month of November and December, we are 
inviting our church family to help by providing dry 
and canned cat food.  There will be a special area in 
the church’s foyer to deposit these goods and in 
January, they will be distributed to help meet the 
needs of these feral cats. 
 

If you have additional 
questions in how you can 
assist with the needs of these 
cats, please see Mindi. 

If you enjoy sleep, then 
Sunday, November 6th is a 
day made especially for 
you.  November 6th at 2 
a.m. is when Daylight 
Savings Time ends.  So, 
don’t forget to set your 

clock back by one hour on Saturday night so that 
you can be at church on time. 

On behalf of my family and 
myself, I want to express a 
big THANK YOU to my 
wonderful and caring church 
family.  The card, the gifts, 
and the encouraging words 

were heartfelt and uplifting as you expressed your 
appreciation during Pastor Appreciation Month.  It 
is a joy being your Pastor.        Pastor Dennis 

Due to a special event that occurred in the life of 
USBC on October 30th, the church moved the 
Dive Deeper Bible Study, originally scheduled 
for October 30th to November 6th. 
 

On Sunday, November 6th, our Dive Deeper Bible 
Study topic will be “The Dying Church”.  There is 
a serious question that we need to ask ourselves, 
“Is church a thing of the past?”  Currently, 
research shows that church attendance is in a 
decline.  “A 2021 study from Lifeway Research, 
based on data from three-dozen denominations, 
found that 4,500 churches closed in 2019, while 
only 3,000 were started. The 2021 Faith 
Communities Today study found that the median 
worship attendance for churches in the U.S. 
dropped from 137 people to 65 people over the 
past two decades.” 
https://religionnews.com/2022/03/15/thousands-of-
churches-close-every-year-what-will-happen-to-
their-buildings/ 
 

During our Dive Deeper Bible Study, we will 
discuss 3 important questions: 

Why are churches dying? – The signs 
     of a dying church. 
How can we stop a church from dying? 
Is USBC dying? 

 

This Dive Deeper Bible Study will challenge us all 
to take a closer look and make an honest 
assessment about the spiritual health of USBC.  
USBC can certainly continue to be a thriving, New 
Testament church, but we must face the challenges 
of today and be willing to make the necessary 
corrections. 
 

So, join us Sunday, November 6th immediately 
following our worship service for this informative 
Bible study and for lunch.  

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for November 
27th for our next Church Chat.  As usual, 
immediately following our Sunday morning 
worship service, we will gather in the church foyer/
coffee shop for a 10-minute informal meeting.  
During this 10-minute time period, I will be 
sharing with everyone about upcoming events, 
areas where the church needs help, and receiving 
vital input from our church family.  Church Chat 
is a great way of keeping everyone informed about 
all the activities and church events that will be 
taking place. 

The 
Dying 

Church 

https://religionnews.com/2022/03/15/thousands-of-churches-close-every-year-what-will-happen-to-their-buildings/
https://religionnews.com/2022/03/15/thousands-of-churches-close-every-year-what-will-happen-to-their-buildings/
https://religionnews.com/2022/03/15/thousands-of-churches-close-every-year-what-will-happen-to-their-buildings/
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Weather  Policy 
 

If the church cancels or postpones any service 
or activity due to inclement weather or wintery 
conditions, a cancelation notice will appear on 
the church’s Facebook page, church’s website, 
through church email, and on the church’s voice 
recorder.  To access the church’s voice 
recorder, please dial (301) 972-3686.  The 
church will only post a cancelation message if a 
service or activity is canceled or postponed. 
 

Also, if you have something to be included in 
the newsletter, an announcement, an article, a 
birthday, we are always looking for information 
and new ideas! 
 

Church Office: 301-972-3686  

E-mail: Church@USBChurch.org  

Web Site: www.USBChurch.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/usbchurch/  

God’s Plan Of Salvation 

Trust Jesus Christ today! Here's what you must do: 

  

1. Admit you are a sinner.  

 

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God;" (Romans 3:23)  
 

2. Be willing to turn from sin (repent).  

 

Jesus said: "I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish." (Luke 13:5)  
 

3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you, was buried, 

and rose from the dead.  

 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16)  
 

4. Through prayer, invite Jesus into your life to become 

your personal Savior.  

 

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved." (Romans 10:13)  
 

What to pray: 

 

Dear God, I am a sinner and need forgiveness. I believe that 

Jesus Christ shed His precious blood and died for my sin. I am 

willing to turn from sin. I now invite Christ to come into my 

heart and life as my personal Savior.  

Next Newsletter Deadline 

November 20, 2022 



 

 

217th  USBC  Anniversary 
 

On October 16, 2022, Upper Seneca Baptist Church celebrated its 217th anniversary.  The entire service, 
from start to finish, was a joyous occasion.  Jackie Grantham shared a very personal and moving testimony 
about her love for USBC.  The music was powerful and uplifting as we sang songs of old and songs of new 
and brought back the Praise Team from old.  There were countless smiles on everyone’s faces as we all 
reflected upon the awesome blessings that God has poured out on USBC for 217 years.  The Spirit of God 
moved in a powerful and mighty way on October 16th.   
 

Below is a collection of pictures so that you can reflect upon the church’s history and this special day of 
celebration.  If you would like to watch this Anniversary Service, you can find it on the church’s website under 
the heading, “Sermons – Audio”. 



 

 

By Pastor Dennis Felder 

Starting on November 13th, I will be starting a new sermon series entitled, “Doing Thanksgiving Right”.  
Doing Thanksgiving Right is a 3-week sermon series that will share with us how to survive Thanksgiving and 
in the end, how to still show our thankfulness to God. 
 

November 13th 
 

 Sermon Title: “A Guide to Survive the Holidays” 
 Scripture:  Isaiah 41:10 
 Synopsis:  With family gatherings, to food preparation, to shopping; life 
 can become very hectic during these festive times.  However, there is a simple 
 guide that we can follow in Scripture that will help anyone survive the hustle 
 and bustle of the holidays. 
 

November 20th 
 

 Sermon Title: “A Thanksgiving Invitation” 
 Scripture:  Psalm 100:1-5 
 Synopsis:  God has sent you a thanksgiving invitation.  Our Lord and Savior 
 has invited you to WORSHIP Him, to KNOW Him, to come into His 
 PRESENCE, and to experience His LOVE. 
 

November 27th 
 

 Sermon Title: “Don’t Serve God Your Leftovers” 
 Scripture:  Deuteronomy 26:1-10 
 Synopsis:  Although we may enjoy leftovers, it is very obvious that God does 
 not.  I am not talking about food, but rather our time, our resources, and our life 
 that we are called to give to God.  Our Lord and Savior does not want our 
 seconds, but our firsts. 



 

 

    BECAUSE 
OF HIS GRACE  

 
 

God says He leads me 
By my right hand, 
Why He’d reach out to me 
I just can’t understand. 
 

I was dying alone 
In my sin and my shame, 
When He came down to save me 
And called me by name. 
 

His death on the cross - 
He did that for me, 
I did not deserve it 
So how can it be? 
 

His word says it’s all 
Because of His grace, 
And one day I will thank Him 
When we meet face to face. 
 

But until that day comes 
I’ll trust Him alone, 
My Lord and my Savior 
Who sits on the throne. 

By Lana Felder 

Beginning October 23 thru November 20, 
USBC will be collecting food for Damascus Help 
for a “Fall Food Drive”.  Please make certain that 
the non-perishable food you donate has not 
expired.  A list of items needed are below.  These 
items can be dropped off in the church’s foyer 
and will be distributed at a later date.  Grocery 
Gift Cards (Weis or Safeway) are also 
appreciated. 

2 lbs bags of flour 

2 lbs bags/boxes of sugar 

Spaghetti sauce 

Pasta or rice 

Canned tomatoes 

Baked/canned beans 

Canned vegetables 

Canned fruits 

Canned meats (tuna, chicken) 

Cereals (cold or hot) 

Baby and Adult Diapers 

Instant coffee (less than 3oz) 

Tea bags 

Peanut butter (medium jars) 

Jelly (small jars) 

Baby food 

Powdered milk 

(prefer 1 qt packets) 

Soups 

Instant or canned potatoes 

Mac & cheese boxes 



 

 

On Sunday, November 6th, the Vietnamese Church 
will be joining us during our 11 a.m. service.  
During our time together, we will be having a 
special Thanksgiving service.   
 

The theme of the service will be We Are Thankful 
Together.  Throughout the service, both churches 
will be providing uplifting praise and worship 
songs.  Together, we will be sharing Scriptures that 
prepare our hearts for Thanksgiving.  Also, there 
will be moments when others will share a personal 
testimony about what they are thankful for.  At the 
conclusion of this special service, we will celebrate 
communion together to express our thankfulness 
for what Christ did for us on the cross.   
 

Do not miss this opportunity to be thankful for the 
Lord and to be thankful for our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

 

Nov.  6 — Vietnamese Church joins USBC 
Nov.  13 — Church Council following service 
Nov.  22 - 24 — Evening activities are closed  
Nov.  24 - 25 — Office closed for Thanksgiving 

It is that special time of year 
again – CHRISTMAS!  As we 
prepare for all the Christmas 
activities at the church, we 
will be decorating our church 
building for this festive 

season.  On Saturday, November 26th at 10 a.m., we 
need your help in putting up our Christmas 
decorations.  If you can help with our Christmas 
decorating, please let the Pastor know. 

In the latter part of October, you should have 
received your Thanksgiving Offering letter.  The 
purpose of this letter was to provide you with an 
opportunity to express your thankfulness for Upper 
Seneca Baptist Church in the form of a financial 
gift. 
 

If you have not already done so, please take a 
moment to reflect about how God has used USBC 
and its people to bless you.  If the Lord is leading 
you to express your gratitude and thankfulness for 
this church through a monetary gift, please take the 
time to make a contribution so that USBC can 
continue to be a blessing to others.  As the letter 
mentioned, you can use the provided, self-
addressed stamped envelope to mail in your gift or 
you can easily do so electronically through the 
church’s website. 
 

Thank you for allowing USBC to be part of your 
life and we look forward to being a continuous 
blessing to you. 

The Forever Young Luncheon 
will take place on Tuesday, 
November 8th at 12:30 p.m.  We 
will be meeting at the Golden 
Corral in Frederick, MD.  
Remember, anyone is welcome. 

On September 25th, USBC kicked off a 5-part 
sermon series entitled, “I Love My Church”.  On 
October 23rd, this special and uplifting sermon 
series concluded.  Each of the 5 messages, 
challenged us to love the church by understanding 
what it means to love the church. 
 

Throughout the series, many people wore their I 
Love My Church t-shirts.  It was encouraging to 
see how eager others were to display their love for 
USBC by wearing their t-shirts to church and 
within our community.  In addition, everyone was 
given a special wristband embossed with the motto, 
I Love My Church.  Everyone was encouraged to 
wear their bracelet in public to help generate a 
conversation about why they love their church.  
These special wristbands are still available at 
church if you would like one. 
 

If you have not yet had the opportunity to listen to 
all 5 of these inspirational messages, please go to 
the church’s website and select the tab labeled 
“Sermons-Video”.  From there, you can watch all 5 
sermons and more. 


